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been wholesale change since Obama issued the same challenge for more classroom time at the start of the 
past school year. 

One issue is money, and although the president said that lengthening school years would be "money well 
spent," that doesn't mean cash-strapped states and districts can afford it. 

"It comes down to the old bugaboo, resources. It costs money to keep kids in school," said Mayor Scott 
Smith of Mesa, Ariz. "Everyone believes we can achieve greater things if we have a longer school year. The 
question is how do you pay for it." 

One model is Massachusetts, where the state issues grants to districts that set out clear plans on how they 
would use the money to constructively lengthen instructional class time, said Kathy Christie, chief of staff at 
the Education Commission of the States. Obama's Education Department already is using competitions 
among states for curriculum grant money through its "Race to the Top" initiative. 

"The federal carrots of additional money would help more states do it or schools do it in states where they 
don't have a state grant process," Christie said. 

But the federal budget is hard-up, too. And while many educators believe students would benefit from more 
quality learning time, the idea is not universally popular. 

In Kansas, sporadic efforts by local districts to extend the school year at even a few schools have been met 
by parental resistance, said state education commissioner Diane DeBacker. 

"It's been tried," she said, describing one instance of a Topeka-area elementary school that scrapped year-
round schooling after just one year. "The community was just not ready for kids to be in school all summer 
long. Kids wanted to go swimming. Their families wanted to go on vacation." 

Teachers' unions say they're open to the discussion of longer classroom time, but they also say that pay 
needs to be part of the conversation. As for Obama's call for ousting underperforming teachers, National 
Education Association President Dennis Van Roekel said unions weren't the main stumbling block there, as 
many education reformers assert. 

"No one wants an incompetent teacher in the classroom," Van Roekel said. "It's in the hiring, and in those 
first three to five years no teacher has the right to due process."  

Separately Monday, Obama announced a goal of recruiting 10,000 teachers over the next two years in the 
fields of science, technology, engineering and math.  

 

 

To visit the original article, go here: http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100928/ap_on_bi_ge/us_obama 
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